
   Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council 
                                                                 Minutes 
                                                            Regular Meeting 
                                                Monday, November 30, 2020 

(including Tree Board Meeting) 
7:00 PM Zoom Meeting 

 

Member Attendees: John Rhodes (Chair), Harry McCartney, Alice DuBon, Alan Antin,   
 and new member Nicole Sturomski. 
Guests: John Stockbridge, Anita Stockbridge, Robin Buco and Shonan Noronha. 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM. 

John Rhodes said he had recently sent out the October 2020 Minutes and requested 
that changes and approval be emailed to him. 

Alice DuBon had previously informed the CAC that this would be her last meeting due to 
her increasing workload as a public health nurse and the current spread of the 
pandemic. John thanked her for her tremendous contributions as a CAC member. Other 
attendees also thanked Alice. 

John introduced Nicole Sturomski as a new member of the CAC, and requested Nicole 
to share her interests. Nicole said she would like to start with Recycling in Mount Kisco 
and learn about how it is set up, and that she would like to focus on educating residents 
about the importance of recycling.  

Plastic Bag Ban: Alan spoke about the Plastic Bag initiative in Mount Kisco. He said that 
it was delayed due to state and county deliberations and about 98% of it was political 
and economic—not technical. He noted that discussion with Bedford 2020 included 
technical details such as paper bags also being bad for the environment.  
  
Arbor Day: John reported that the postponed Arbor Day event was held on Saturday, 
November 7th at 1PM at the Tea House in Leonard Park. Mayor Gina Picinich 
emphasized the benefits of trees and presented award certificates to the best entries of 
the popular annual “My Favorite Tree” art project, and participants got a surprise bag of 
fun and educational items. 
 
Shonan said that this year the project was expanded to include written works and 
received an essay, a poem, and lyrics to a song. Eight-year-old Philip Ziminsky sang 
“The Tree On Our Street,” which he wrote in collaboration with his father, and for his live 
performance he was accompanied on guitar by his cousin Victor Ziminsky. John 
commented that Philip’s performance was superb. 



 

The traditional Tree Planting took place along the side of Wallace Pond. Two symbolic 
trees were planted by kids with some help from adults, and under the guidance of 
Forest Educator Jessica Alba. The additional 20 native trees and shrubs donated by 
NYC’s Watershed Agricultural Council were planted the following Monday, by Harry 
McCartney, Ralph Vigliotti and other volunteers, with the help of two DPW employees. 
Regarding next year’s Arbor Day event, Alice suggested it be scheduled as usual in 
April, outdoors, and maintaining pandemic protocols. 
 
Trails: Harry said he did an audit walk on the Peninsula Trail and noticed increased 
usage. He said there was very little litter at this time. The village will place a garbage 
receptacle at the entrance of this trail. Harry mentioned efforts for intra-integration of 
trails across the county, to Marsh Sanctuary and beyond. He is also working on a 
“virtual trail walk” digital presentation for release this winter. 

Food Scrap Composting: John said that the Spanish language video was awaiting end 
graphics before posting on the town’s website. Several attendees suggested reaching 
out to local restaurants. It was noted that the town wants to restrict the project to 
residential because of the costs involved in upscaling the project. It could be possible 
for the CAC to gather and disseminate info on commercial composting options to local 
businesses (e.g.,Stop & Shop). It was also noted that a county project will now be 
reducing approximately half the cost of the town’s composting expenses. A question 
was raised as to whether the town should invest in a digester; costs for staff and 
maintenance were also discussed.  

Food waste at schools was raised and discussed. Katonah-Lewisboro School District 
was sited as an example. Nicole said she would reach out to Fran Crotina at Bedford 
Central School District to research the issue. 

Sarles Street Solar and Cell Tower: The issues surrounding these proposals were 
discussed, and the CAC will continue to educate the public and Village government 
regarding possible environmental impacts and solutions. We agreed that a Positive 
Declaration by the Planning Board would make it more likely that optimal decisions 
could be reached regarding these complex, non-segmented applications. 

Tree Board: John reported completion of several tree inspections for applicants who 
wanted to cut down trees; Jim Gmelin worked with him on a couple of the site visits. 
John said that Ash Borer was the cause of several trees that have to be removed, and 
storm damage or the risk of storm damage was another reason. John said that the Tree 
Board needed volunteers and requested attendees to suggest candidates for the Tree 
Board. 

Gardens: John reported that he, Judy Terlizzi, and the Buco family put the Flewellyn 
Garden to “sleep” for the winter. He mentioned that the Intergenerate Community 



Garden at Arc might have to be moved because the Arc is expanding its parking lot. He 
requested suggestions for possible new locations.  
 

Moger Lots Development: We discussed the status of the Kirby Commons proposal, 
and the consensus was that we should advise against accepting the proposed Zoning 
Amendment and proposal in their current form because of the increase in development 
coverage to 100% and other factors that could have a negative impact on neighborhood 
residents, businesses, and houses of worship. 

At end of meeting, everyone thanked Alice for her contributions to the town through the 
CAC and her other activities. She assured attendees that she would help out with 
activities whenever her schedule permitted. John requested suggestions of volunteers 
who might be interested in joining the CAC. Robin has, in effect, served for at least a 
year but wasn’t aware that she needed to formally submit her request to the Village 
Board; she said she will send her formal request to the VB. 

A date for the December meeting was not set but attendees said that they would like to 
have a December meeting. As there was no other new or old business topic raised the 
meeting was adjourned at 9pm. 


